
 
Meeting Minutes 
August 21st, 2019 

 
Opening 
Our August Nebraska Fulbright Chapter meeting was held on Wednesday, August 21st, 2019 
from 12-1:30pm at UNMC College of Public Health. 
 
Present 
Steven Duke, Vice President 
Dr. Wael ElRayes, President 
Angela Luedke, Secretary 
Dawne Curry, Treasurer and Board Member 
Stephanie Call, Board Member 
Amelia Montes, Board Member 
Ken Hoppmann, Board Member 
 
Absent 
Hannah Amrollahi (Gill), Group Administrator 
Amy Wendling, Board Member 
Lucy Morrison, Board Member 
Chris Kratochvil, Board Member 
 
Business from the Meeting 
In terms of progress from our last meeting, Wael was able to complete the IRS form and will be 
opening a bank account soon. He is open to suggestions on whether we should go with a bank 
or with a credit union. Wael is also waiting to hear back about printed material. Dawne, 
Stephanie, Amy, and Amelia drafted our mission statement, which we also discussed in detail 
during our meeting. The goal is to have the statement completed by Friday, August 30. Please 
respond to the thread from Wael on any feedback on the language we use. We discussed how 
we could broaden the mission statement below when we post on the website, further 
explaining what we mean by connect and engage. 
 
Wael and Steve were able to meet with John Bader from the national office about how the new 
chapter is going. I paraphrased and summarized from Steve’s notes from the discussion. They 
spoke about the need to combine the local chapters with the national sense of priorities. Our 



events should promote the program to encourage our congress to fund the Fulbright program. 
Advocacy is key and can be done at the local level to change the national level. There is also a  
general concern to raise the profile of the program and connecting with communities. In the 
same way that a university alumni office supports the full institution, the Fulbright Association 
does this by advocacy and raising the profile. If we connect and get the word of Fulbright out to 
smaller institutions and a greater audience, this will drive diverse applicants to the program. 
Finally, the process of building our own community. It is important that Fulbrighters connect 
with each other, have a good time together, and support each other. These practices are again 
a unifier. It means that we have coherence as an organization. 
 
Branching off of this discussion, we are definitely on the right track as a chapter when thinking 
about events. John voiced a concern that a lot of chapters focus only on the visiting 
Fulbrighters, and not the alumni in their city. They would love to see more events geared 
toward Fulbright student and scholar alumni. Wael spoke with Julie Taylor from IIE in academic 
relations, and she said she was interested in coming her to discuss economic and career 
impacts that the Fulbright program brings. Steve can connect us with Susan Fritz, the interim 
NU president, who is a Fulbright alumna. She could speak at an event and we could honor her 
grant. There was also the idea of a “Life Cycle” event, where we have a panel discussing the 
before, during, and after your grant period. John Bader brought up a Fulbright Forum idea 
during his meeting with Wael and Steve, and this would be a fun way to have diverse topics and 
easier events to execute, but this would be for the future. We have a lot of ideas for an event in 
the fall and spring, and Steve and Angela will be writing the grant proposal with a budget to 
turn in to the national office by September 20th.  

 
Looking Forward 
 
Please email Hannah your bio answers and headshots by Monday August 26th at 5pm to 
Hannah.gill@fulbrightmail.org so she can work on the website.  Thank you! 
 
Lucy Morrison is hosting a “meet and greet” at the Milo Bail Student Center, Room 306, on 
Friday, August 30th at 2pm. This is to inform students about what the Fulbright Program is and 
help encourage their interest/give information on the application process. We are all welcome 
to join to share our experience and advice on the grant process! 
 
Please look out for a doodle poll email to schedule our September meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:30pm by Wael ElRayes. 
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